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Washington. Feb/ "i®— 
president ’ford . proposed^ .legis- 



approach in scope the Official it would, by elevating such 
Secrets Act on the books in | disclosures to the level of a 
Britain* which makes it iUegalielony offense, enable govern- 
for a government employee to-ment prosecutors to call repor- 
'Iters to testify before grand 



officia! 

- y • information to anyone outside 



it a- serious crime for Govern- 
ment employees, to disclose the 
ways- in* whith the Central In- 
telligence Agency and- other 
Federal" T agencies collect; and 
evaluate their. information,-; . * 
While ME-- Ford’ s- draft Sill 
would extend criminal sane 
tions- for stich revelations to 
a far larger number of indivi- 
duals tHan \a now the case, 
it is considerably narrower 
than the prohibitions against 
disclosures of all classified in- 
formation that are contained 
in the proposed reforms of the 
Federal Criminal Code now be- 
fore Congress. 

Nor does the Ford proposal 



Information to anyone outside 
the government, or for a jour- 
nalist to report, such informa- 
tion. 

One presidential "aide- said 
Mr. Ford had considered “the 
option 4 * of submitting to Con- 
gress broader provisions like 
"those contained in the proposed 
criminal code reforms, but had 
decided on the narrower ver- 
sion “to avoid charges that we 



juries about the identities of 
their sources for articles con- 
taining such classified informa- 
tion.- ~ 

— • Administration officials In- 
volved in the drafting of the 
so-called “secrecy protection” 
proposal, a part of Presided 
Ford's overall reform of the 
Federal intelligence community 
made public today, said that 
the provision, in the form of 



sion to avoid cnarges mat we r ' . .. 

* .- an amendment to the National 

rffA-JEL 1 :; -5*£Li“J=S 

the British model. 

While the Ford proposal spe- 
cifically exempts from criminal 
prosecution journalists or oth-<- ■ 

era who receive such secrets. > Continued on Pag e 30, Column 7 



to both houses of Congress 
this morning. 

One official said that the 
proposed legislation, designed 




'to back up- portions of an exe- 
cutive order signed by Mr. Ford 
today, was intended to "put 
some teeth into** the secrecy 
agreements that Have long en- 
tered into by employees of the 
C.I.A. and other Federal intel- 
ligence agencies,, and by those 
to whom such agencies have 
made classified information 
available. • 

The executive order states 
that aitv government official 
or outside contract employee 
who is- givea access to- such 
information must sign a pledge^ 
not to disclose it to an unau- 
thorized recipient Nevertheless 
an aide to Mr. Ford said that 
such had always been the case 
except for high Administration 
officials, Cabinet members and 
the like, who would now also 
be asked^to sign as "an ex- 

The^secrecy^agreement here- 
tofore: entered-^mto by em- 
ployees of the intelligence com- 
munity and those who receive 
its findings 1 contains a recogni- 
tion. that any breach of security 1 
could lead; extermination of 
employment .or^to prosecution 
under existing Espionage sta- 
tutes* jP* 

But Justice TDejUjrtment.law 
vers -said' those statutes had„ 
been narrowly drawn to protect u 
certain, classes of- information,! 
suclf as atomic or cryptograp - 1 
hie secrets, ai )4 thus had made j 
prosecutions impossible for vio- . 
la lions of the. secrecy agree- 
ment that did not embrace such 
national defense information. 

One lawyer/ recalled that the 
C.T-A.. Kid been forced to bring 
a civil action against- Victor 
Marcbetti. a f omier agency of- 
ficial* to win a restraining order 
preventing the publication of 
portions in- 1 974-0 f his * book. 
“The CUt and . the?* Cult of 
Intel igence," that it said violat 
led his secrecy agreement 
f Under the law* offered today 
by President Ford.- Mi* March- 
etti; Philip B. T. Agee and other 
former agency officials who 
nave made similar disclosures* 
could instead have, been threat 
tened bv the Government with 
prosecution, or prosecuted if 



I they - were^not - dissuaded.*/ by 5 
'the threat *** /’ - •• - - *al 

The Ford proposal would ex-, 
empt- disclosure -..of classified* 
intelligence ~ information fromj 
prosecution if. ..the. individi 
who made the disclosure' 
been unable to obtain a re 
within the Government of. 
"continuing necessity" for 
classification. . 

Prosecution : would T also "be | 
barred if a court decided that! 
the information in question- hadi 
not been lawfully classified 1 ii* 
the first place, or if "it.were^ 
communicated ... to 1 . Congress: 
"pursuant .to a lawful demand** 
of that body. >. 

The draft :bill*’ would makoi 
it possible* for ’ the Director of: 
Central Intelligence,’ in his^ ca- 
pacity T as . chief of the; .intefr 
ligence community, to ask; the* 
Justice Department to seefc^ad. 
court" order fd .preyed r arr im- 
minet .fdtsdosure of * ’classified; 
information*, by a signatory* toe 
the secrecy agreement 
However./ since newspapr** 
and other recipients Of such 
information would not.' be held , 
liable under, the 1 , law, ; tftd 
Government would nor be'env^, 
powered to seek . an ’ orders to . 
prevent publication of such .In- 
formation once! it had* been 
disclosed to a,news orgaaiza- I 

Lior v bn . 1 

Not to Congress 

The legists tion' would appl^ 
only to-'offfcials or "contract"*- 
employees of the executive- 
branch, and’ not : to* membero 
of Congress or staffs, of Coa* 
gressional" ^committees - 1 that, 
were- furnished such • informal 
tion in connection with investi- 
gations. ^j- ^ > »» , '(.V? 

A Whitq House official saidr 
however, that Mr. Fofd hoped, 
his initiative ' would impel Conr; 
gress to adopt similar legifcla-, 
tion enforcing the Secrecy.^ qf- 
such information provided 
it* and that would prevent un^j 
authorised disclosures like" 
those in- recent weeks concern* 
ing. the final : report of the, 
House Select. Committee on -In- 
telligence.; Aisd 

Charles Morgan Jr., who 
heads 'the national office - of 
the American- Civil Liberties. 
Union here, said he was most? 
distressed by Mr. Ford's propo^ 
sal. He said it* meant tiiaV 
if enacted, under recent Su- 
preme Court decisions any- 
newspaper reporter could -bo 
put in jail if he refused to 
tell a Federal grand jury the- 
name of a source who had* 
provided him classified intel-» 
ligence information. - — 



F.B.1.T0 Investigate 
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kv.- 5 ,— , •{ 

j5p«elU.!a Th4 Ncr Jart Ti»« » 

^‘-WASHINGTON, Teb. : It— The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation; 
has been ordered by Attorney 1 
Generaj;; Edward H. *tevf "to 
assist The ’ Justice Department 
In 'its investigation'of the unau- 
thorized disclosure of. the final 
report -of the House Select 
Committee on Intelligence. - . 

^ Justice. Department sources 
said -Tuesday .that the F.B.I.'s 
assistance-* was /requested by 
Mr. Leviin a-'Iettei? dated Feb 
13 and received by the. bureau 
this morning.. : i* - • * 

The departments'. criminal di- 
vision is. reviewing Federal stat- 
•utes to see whether any of 
tthem were violated :by the dis- 
closure to The New York times, 
CBS. tfews and\The Village 
Voice, a weekly i 4 New York 
newspaper that published last 
week verbatim - excerpts from 
the document. 

One" Justice * Department 
source said that the F.B.I. was 
trying to determine which doc- 
uments among those made 
available to reporters were 
Classified, and whether they 
could, be declassified in the 
event the department decided 
to prosecute any of those in- 
volved, • * 4 
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The Village Vo'ice published i 
yesterday a document that-iil 
said was another part- of the* 
still-secret report of the- Housed 
Select *C 6 mmittee on Intelli*>| 
gence, Thp- Associated Pfessrre-jjl 
ported. J 

f The document* said the com-J 
mittee r had concluded that? 
United States intelligence- agen-i 
cie*s were at present beyond thrf 
scrutiny of Congress. ; *J } 

The- committee, which “re^i 
viewed covert intelligence-- op-c 
erations since 1965, also said! 
that "paramilitary * operation^ 
of. the worst type -seemed t« 
come from outside" the Central; 
Intelligence Agency and were; 
ordered by President Nig on. an<^ 
Secretary of State Henry Ajp 
K issinger, The Village Voice-re-! 
port said. • : - l 

The Village Voice, a Newt 
York City weekly newspaper* 
published last week what if 
said was the investigative secj 
tion of the committee's reporu 
Daniel Schorr, a CBS newsman/ 
has said he supplied the news 
paper with a copy of the re 



port . • * 

The paper* said that it wi 
publishing the material print 
yesterday because- it provid 
perspective for understand 
the reaction^ or: Administrate 
I officials to> the section* it p* 

I iished last-week. • < *- 



